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‘PUL’ is a term used to describe 

women with a positive pregnancy 

test who have no evidence of either 

an intra- or extra-uterine pregnancy 

on transvaginal ultrasound scanning
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1. There is no evidence of an intrauterine pregnancy: 

different types of endometrium can be seen
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1. There is no evidence of an intrauterine pregnancy: 

different types of endometrium can be seen

Thin Heterogeneous ‘Pseudo sac’
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Most ‘pseudo sacs’ are actually early intrauterine 

pregnancies rather than fluid indicating an ectopic 

pregnancy
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2. There is no evidence of an ectopic pregnancy 
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2) There is no evidence of an ectopic pregnancy 
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2) There is no evidence of an ectopic pregnancy 
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3) Most patients are stable with no evidence of 

haemoperitoneum/ just physiological fluid on 

Douglas pouch
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Management protocols: PUL

PUL

Progesterone 

≤ 10

Discharge with 

a UPT in 2/52

M4 model
(logistic regression)

- Initial hCG

- hCG ratio

hCG 48 hours/ hCG 0 hours

Bobdiwala S. et al. Hum Reprod. 2016;31(7):1425-35. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

App: search ‘early pregnancy Leuven’ in the 

app store

Free website: www.earlypregnancycare.com/m6

M6 model

- Initial hCG

- Initial 

progesterone

- hCG ratio

Van Calster B. et al UOG, 2016;48(5):642-649.

Management protocols: PUL

http://www.earlypregnancycare.com/m6

